LINGUISTICS 403: Laboratory Phonetics
Fall 2008
Karthik Durvasula

Office: 46 E. Delaware Ave.  (rm.102)

E-mail:  karthikd@udel.edu

Class Schedule / Location:

Tuesday
3:30PM – 4:45PM
      John McKinley Lab (MKL)
061


Thursday
3:30PM – 4:45PM
      John McKinley Lab (MKL)
061
COURSE GOALS:

This course is intended to introduce students to the basic concepts, principles and methods of modern Phonology. You will gain an understanding of what human speech is and how it works.  By the end of the course, you will be able to reflect on your own speech and the speech of those around you, and you will be able to analyze what you observe and discuss it in a meaningful way.

REQUIRED MATERIAL: 

· Morris Halle & George Clements Clements (1983). Problem Book in Phonology: A Workbook for Courses in Introductory Linguistics and Modern Phonology.
· Additional materials may be a) distributed in class, b) posted on the web, and/or c) placed on reserve in the library.
NOTE: You are responsible for all material in the assigned chapters and supplemental readings, even if we don’t discuss it in class (unless you are given information to the contrary). You are also responsible for all material covered that is not in the book (unless you are given information to the contrary). 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

· Attendance

Students are expected to attend all classes.  Attendance will be taken on a regular basis.  It is important to attend all classes since materials that are not covered in the textbook maybe be presented.  Please be sure to get the notes from any class you may miss.  Some materials maybe be sent via email, but you should also check with me or a classmate regarding material you may have missed.

· Reading

Students are expected to do all the assigned readings.  It is best to read each chapter by the day a particular topic begins.
· Participation

a) Students are expected to attend all classes and participate in group work and the discussions.  If you know that you cannot attend a class for a legitimate reason (e.g. illness), and you let me know IN ADVANCE, points will not be deducted from your participation grade.  If you do not show up, you will receive 0% for participation.  

b) On Wednesdays, you maybe be asked to turn in two or more questions or comments regarding the materials covered.  This is a good chance to bring up questions that were not adequately covered in class, or to make suggestions about material that you would be interested in going over in more depth.  Failure to turn in this assignment will result in a 30% reduction in your participation grade for the week in question.  

· Homework (assignments to be sent by e-mail or posted on the website)

Group Work

You maybe assigned to small groups.  Part of your homework assignments maybe done “as a group”, and it is expected that each member of the group will contribute to this work, and that all members will hand in the same answer for this part.  You must let me know in advance if you cannot participate in the group work before you hand in the assignment, or else your grade will automatically be reduced 30%.  You are still responsible for the portion of the homework that is done by the group.  If a group member is not participating, I encourage you to let me know AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  If there are conflicts within a group, I am open to regrouping.                                                                                              

Individual Work

You may also have a portion of each homework assignment that you must complete on your own.  If you are not able to turn in your homework on time, you must contact me IN ADVANCE; if you do not do this, you will automatically receive 0% for the assignment.

Homework must be LEGIBLE (preferably, typed) and turned at the beginning of class.  If you are absent, you may e-mail the assignment or leave it in my mailbox in the linguistics dept. (46 E. Delaware Ave., first floor).

· Exams

There will be THREE TESTS.
There will be a FINAL RESEARCH PAPER. 
NO MAKE-UPS WILL BE GIVEN, except in the case of an excuse officially recognized by the Dean’s office.

GRADING:


Test 1




15%


Test 2




15%


Test 3




15%


Test 4




10%

Homework



40%

Participation



  5%







100%

If you cannot come to a scheduled test, you must discuss this with me at least ONE CLASS PERIOD BEFORE the test.  If there is an emergency after this, and you cannot contact anyone in person, send me an e-mail explaining the nature of the emergency and how you can be contacted to discuss the matter.

COURSE SCHEDULE:

This schedule is subject to slight variation, so if you miss a class, be sure to check with me or a classmate. It is most helpful to do the readings for a given topic BEFORE the first class dealing with that topic.  This will make the lectures easier to follow, and you will be in a better position to ask questions about things that might not be clear to you.
Homework will be emailed or handed out in class.
	WEEK
	DATE
	TOPIC

	1
	4th Sept.
	Discussion of Syllabus

	2
	9th Sept.
	Introduction to Phonetics.

	
	11th Sept.
	Practice – Transcriptions, Descriptions & Categorisation

	3
	16th Sept.
	Allophonic Rules

	
	18th Sept.
	Practice

	4
	23rd Sept.
	Practice

	
	25th Sept.
	Review

	5
	30th Sept.
	Test 1

	
	2nd Oct.
	General Rules

	6
	7th Oct.
	Practice

	
	9th Oct.
	Practice

	7
	14th Oct.
	Practice

	
	16th Oct.
	Review

	8
	21st Oct.
	Test 2

	
	23rd Oct.
	Rule Systems

	9
	28th Oct.
	Practice

	
	30th Oct.
	Practice

	10
	4th Nov.
	NO CLASS – ELECTION DAY

	
	6th Nov.
	Practice

	11
	11th Nov.
	Review

	
	13th Nov.
	Test 3

	12
	18th Nov.
	Psycholinguistics & Phonology

	
	20th Nov.
	Psycholinguistics & Phonology

	13
	25th Nov.
	Psycholinguistics & Phonology

	
	27st Nov.
	No CLASS - THANKSGIVING

	14
	2nd Dec.
	Psycholinguistics & Phonology

	
	4th Dec.
	Review

	15
	9th Dec.
	Test 4
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